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His Attempt to Make a Lawyer
cf Himself.

A BOOK HIS CONSTANT COMPANION.

forced to leave him, evidently dying
from a mortal wound. lie never re-
joined them. The regimental report of
the adjutant for September, bears
the note opposite his name: "Wounded
and missing in the battle of Chicka-
mauga, September H, iWi.V And so
he disappeared from comrades and
friends und home, one of the unknown
dead, remembered only as an Integer
component of the myriads of soldier
boys who gave their young lives for
their country. His father, years after-
ward, applied jr a pension on account
of his service, his mother having died
prior to his enlistment. No doubt was
raised as to his i truth in the army, but
the claim was rejected on the legal
ground that the father was not de-
pendent upon the services of his lost
son.

From September lt, 1NW, the day of
the battle, until some time in February,
1870, the history of Hugh Thompson is
a blank. He recovered his identity but
partially, as he was tramping through
the snow on a country road near the
village of Cleveland, III. He was a
strong, able-bodie- d man, comfortably
dressed in a good working suit, with a
pair of new boots on his feet and a
coon --skin cap on his head. He carried
an oil-clo- th valise, and
there on the lonely road, in the darken-
ing twilight of that freezing February
evening, Hugh Thompson, the wounded
soldier of Chickamauga, "came to him-
self," as he expressed it. It was just as
if at that moment he had awakened
from a dreamless slvep of seven years
and become conscious of existence.
Who he was, or what he had done, or
where he had been, he knew not. He
knew that his name was Tlvompson, but
called himself Henry instead of Hugh.
What name he had formerly used he
knew not. His mind was clouded, but
the clouds were lifting. Old scenes
came before him us dreams. He knew
he had been in the arm'. He knew he
had been in a battle and was lying on
the ground while bullets were whizzing;
but everybody told him the war had
long been closed. How he came to be
on that country road he never has
known. It was a long jump in time,
from the field of Chickamauga in ISO.), to
the village of Cleveland in 1S70.

From Illinois he went to Kansas, and,
sometime in lsso or lif.s'l. he became im-
pressed with the belief that he had been
a soldier in an Ohio regiment. He was
not sure that his name was Thompson,
nor certain that he was an Ohio soldier
boy. The newspapers of Kansas took
up the matter, gave accurate descrip-
tions of him, and the strange history of
the Nameless Soldier, as he came to be
known, traveled in Ohio and was read
in the columns of the Van Wert (5a- -

that during my lung acquaintance with
him his conversation was free from in-

jurious comment in individual cases-f- reer

from unpleasant allusions than
that of most men.

"While wooing that jealous eyed mis-
tress, tho law, Lincoln was earning no
money. As another has said, "He had
a running board bill to pay aud nothing
to pay it with. " By dint of sundry jobs
Sero and thero, helping Ellis in his storo
today, splitting rails for James Short
tomorrow, ho managed to keep his head
above tho waves. His friends were firm

no young man over had truer or bet-
ter ones but ho was of too independent
a turn to appeal to them or complain of
his condition. Ho never at any time
abandoned the idea of becoming a law-
yer. That was always a spirit which
beckoned him on in the darkest hour of
his adversity.

Some one, probably a Democrat who
voted for him in the preceding fall,
recommended him to John Calhoun,
then surveyor of tho county, as suitable
material foj an assistant. This office,
in vimv of tho prevailing speculation in
lands and town lots, was tho most im-
portant and possibly tho most profitable
in tho county. Calhoun, tho incumbent,
was a Yankee aud a typical gentleman.
He was brave, intellectual, self possessed
and cultivated. He had been educated
for tho law, but never practiced much
after coming to Illinois; taught school
in preference. As an instructor he was
tho popular ono of his day and ago. I
attended tho school he taught, when 1

was a boy, in Springfield, and was in
later years clerk of the city under his
administration as mayor. Lincoln, 1

know, respected and admired him. Aft-
er Lincoln's removal to Springfield they
frequently hold joint dobates on political
questions. At ono time, I remember,
th'ey discussed tho tariff question in tho
court house, using up tho better part of
two evenings in tho contest. Calhoun
was polite, affable and an honest de-

bater, never dodging any question. This
made him a formidable antagonist in
argumentative controversy. I have
beard Lincoln say that Calhoun gave
him more trouble in his debates than
Dougla ever did, because ho was more
captivating in his manner and a more
learned man than Douglas.

But to resume. Tho recommendation
of Lincoln's friends was sufficient to in-du-

Calhoun to appoint him ono of his
deputies. At the time ho received no-

tice of his selection by Calhoun, Lin-
coln was out in thowtods near New
Salem splitting rails. A friend named
Pollard Simmons, who still survives
and has related tho incident to me,
walked out to the point where ho was
working with the cheering news. Lin-
coln, being a Whig and knowing Cal-

houn's pronounced Democratic tenden-
cies, inquired if he had to sacrifice any
principle in accepting the position. "If
I can bo perfectly free in my political
action, I will take tho office, " ho re-

marked, "but if my sentiments or even
expression of them is to bo abridged in
any way I would not havo it or any
oilier office. " A young man hampered
by poverty as Lincoln was at this time,
who had tho courage to deal with pub-
lic ofiico as ho did, was certainly made
of unalloyed material. No wonder in
after years, when ho was defeated by
Douglas, ho could inspire his friends by
tho admonition not to "givo up aftei
one nor one hundred defeats."

Honors were now crowding thick and
fast upon him. On May 7, IM.'J, he was
commissioned postmaster at New Salem,
tho first office ho ever held under tho
federal government. Tho salary was
proportionate to the amount of business
done. Whether Lincoln solicited tho
appointment himself or whether it was
give n him without tho asking I do not
know, but certain it is his "administra-
tion" gave general satisfaction.

Nature' Stamp of fircntnesK.
No littlo of Lincoln's influenco with

tho men of New Salem can bo attributed
to his extraordinary feats of strength.
By an arrangement of ropes and straps,
harnessed about his hips, he was en-

abled one day at tho mill to astonish a
crowd of village celebrities by lifting a
box of stones weighing near 1,000
pounds. There is no fiction either, as
suggested by some of his biographers,
in tho story that ho lifted a barrel of
whisky from tho ground and drank
from tho bung, but in performing this
latter almost incrediblo feat ho did not
stand erect ami elovato tho barrel, but
squattod down and lifted it to his knees,
rolling it over until his mouth came op-
posite tho bung. His strength, kindness
of manner, lovo of fairness and justice,
his original and unique sayings, his
power of mimicry, his perseverance
all mado a combination rarely met with
on tho frontier. Naturohad burned him
in her holy firo and stamped him with
tho seal of her greatness.

In tho summer of 1S43 Lincoln de-

termined to mako another raco for tho
legislature, but this time ho ran dis-
tinctly as a Whig. Ho made, it is pre-
sumed, tho usual number of speeches,
but as tho art of newspaper reporting
had not reached the perfection it has
sinco attained wo aro not favored with
even tho substanco of his efforts on the
stump. I have Lincoln's word for it
that it was moro of a handshaking cam-
paign than anything else.

Tho election took place in 'August.
Lincoln's friend, John T. Stuart, was
also a candidato on the legislative ticket.
He encouraged Lincoln's canvass in
every way, even at tho risk of sacrific-
ing his own chances. But both were
elected. Tho four successful candidates
were Dawson, who received 1,390 votes,
Lincoln 1,370, Carpenter 1,170 and
Stuart 1,164.

At last Lincoln had been elected to
tho legislature and by a very flattering
majority. In order, as ho himself said,
"to mako a decent appearanco in tho
legislature," ho had to borrow money
to buy suitablo clothing and to maintain
his new dignity. Coleman Smoot, ono
of his friends, advanced him "200,
which ho returned," relates tho gener-
ous Smoot, "according to promiso. "
Hero wo leave our rising young states-
man to tako up a different but very in-

teresting period of his history.

International Iaon for May IV, 1805
Jnoi llcfora l'llate Mark 1011-1- 5.

Specially Arranged from Peloubet's Note. 1

Golden Text. Hut Jeius yet answered
nothing; o that Pilate marveled Mark

THE Section Includes Mark 15:1-1- 9: Mattnew
27:1-3- 0. Luke i!3: Jonn 18:28-4- 0; 19:1-1- 1

Tim i. Karl j Friday morning, April 7, A. D.
80. the day of the crucifixion.
. A Hahmont Is of great advantage here, for
we study the whole btory of the trial of Jesus
as found in the combined account piven by all
four tiositia.

LKSSO.N NOTES.
1. "The chief priests held a consulta-

tion,' etc. This mot-tin- of the San-
hedrim was for the formal ratification
of the result reached in the meeting of
the council described in our last lesson,
which could 'not give a legal sentence
before sunxise. "And delivered him to
Bilate."

The accusation they brought was
threefold, involving the charge of trea-
son, the greatest crime known to Ko-ma- n

law. (1) Seditious agitation; (2)

prohibition of the payment of the trib-
ute money; and (3) the assumption of
the suspicious title of "King of the
Jews" (Luke 23: 2) Maclear. "Of the
three points of accusation, (2) was ut-

terly false; (1) and (3), though in a sense
true, were not true in the sense in-

tended." A. Carr.
First. Pilate holds an interview with

the Jews outside the judgment hall.
About six o'clock a. m. (John l'J: 14,

which refers to the beginning of l'i-late- 's

trial, and is according to the Bo-ma-n

notation, like the modern, and not
the Jewish.) Jesus within the judg-
ment hall (Luke 'Mi 2; John 18: 2832).

Second. Pilate holds a private con-

ference with Jesus within the pnetor-ium- .
2. "And Pilate asked him,' going

within the courtroom. "Art thou the
king of the Jews?'' as these Jews ac-

cuse you of claiming. "Thou sayest it:"
Jesus' answer of defense (John 18: 34

38) is that Be is a King, but that His
"Kingdom is not of this world," there-
fore (it is inferred) the "perversion of
the people" was not a rebellion that
threatened the Human government.

Third. A second conference of Pilate
with the Jewish leaders is held, outside
the judgment hall. Be publicly de-

clares the innocence of Jesus. Aud yet
he fears to offend the Jews by releas-
ing him. 3. "And the chief priests ac-

cused liim of many things:" They re-

peated their charges and put forth
every possible argument. Jesus seems
to have been brought out to the Jews
to hear their accusations. 5. "But Je-

sus yet answered nothing:" Reply
would be useless to those who had de-

termined to kill Him, no matter what
He said. (See last lesson.) "So that
Pilate marveled." Matthew says "mar-
veled greatly." How could He be calm
aud silcgyt amid this storm of accusa-
tions? It was a silence only possible to
an exalted nature full of self-contro- l.

At this point Pilate makes a second ef-

fort to release Jesus, his first, the of

His innocence, having failed
with the Jews. Hearing Galilee men-

tioned as a part of the country where
Jesus had stirred up the people, Pilate
next attempts to escape from his per-
plexity by delivering Jesus up to Herod,
the tctrarch of Galilee, who was then
visiting in Jerusalem. Herod questions
Him at length, but Jesus refuses to say
a word. Then Herod und his men of
war mock His claims to be king, ami
array ilka in royal robes, and send liim
back In Pilute. So this effort of Pilate
I'lid;. in failure.

0. "lio. at that feast he released
(was accustomed to release) rnto them
one prisoner, whomsoever they de-

sired." The choice lay with them.
7. "There wus one named Barabbas

lay bound in prison, with them that
had made insurrection." Matthew
says he was a celebrated prisoner.

8. "And the multitude crying aloud.
Do as he had ever done." '1 hat is, re-

lease the prisoner they had asked. Now
was Pilate's opportunity for a third
effort for a release of Jesus.

0. "Will ye that I release unto you
the King of the Jews?" This expres-
sion "was probably an attempt to enlist
the patriotic feelings of the multitude."

'10. The reason why Pilate appealed
to the people directly is now given.
Pilate "knew that the chief priests hi'd
delivered (Jesus) for envy," on account
of His influence with the people which
threatened their own power.

11. "The chief priests moved the peo-

ple." The leaders caused an upheaval
of opinion, appealing to the fears, preju-
dices and passions of the people. We

learn from Matthew 27: 21, John 18: 40,

that the people made a distinct choice
of Barabbas.

12. "And Pilate answered: What will
ye then that I shall do unto Him whom
ye call the King of the Jews:" Pilate
asked this question where ho had no
right to. He should have asked it of
his conscience, of justice, of right, of
truth, of honor, not of an excited mob.

13. "And they eried out again: Cru-

cify Him:" A tumultuous shout: "To
the cross! to the cross!"

14. "Why, what evil hath he done?"
What excuse is there for crucifying
Him? But it was all in vain. They
only "cried out the more exceedingly:
Crucify Him!"

Tho Jews insisted on the crucifixion,
because they said to Pilate that by
.their law He was guilty of death, hay-
ing claimed to be the Son of God. This
alarmed Pilate, and he made still
greater efforts to release Jesus. But
when the Jews threatened him with
the charge of treason: "If thou release
this Man thou art not Caesar's friend,"
Pilate yielded, "willing to content
the people (and) delivered Jesus to be
crucified.'

PRACTICAL 8UOOE8TIONS.

Jesus was the true King of the Jews.
By rejecting Him they rejected their
true kingdom, and hope, and glory, to
receive loss and destruction as a na-

tion.
Jesus Is our true King. To accept

liim as our King is to receive a kingdom
and eternal glory; to reject Him is loss
and death.

' There was one simple way for Pilate
to estpe a conflict, and that wasto do
his duty fearlessly. All his subter-
fuges were of no avail. By doing
wrong the very evils came upon him
to escape which he had done wrong.

If You Hatc, IIere' the Way to Bid
Yourself of the Weariness and

Tain Attending It.
Some people suffer with headaches,

many people aro worn out and weary all
the time, many more people have fame
hack and backache. Few people under- -

land the real cause of their aches, and
fewer yet know how easily they can find
i cure. Just a word of explanation before
we prove that what we say is true. The
oack is the key-not- e of the kidneys. It
aches; that's a sign that the kidneys are
not working properly; it is lame; another
sign, the kidneys are out of order. The kid-nev- s,

vou know, are the filters of the blood,
hut filters sometimes get clogged up.
This means in their case that the blood
courses through the entire system impreg-
nated with poisonous uric acid, bringing
on many a disorder which, if neglected,
means disease perhaps incurable. And
now about the cure: Don't tako our word
for it ; read what others say :

Mr. David ('. Oaks is proprietor of tho
well known hardware and paint shop at.
220 East Main Street, Kalamazoo. Mr.
Oaks hassuirercd a great deal from kidney
ailments; he descriled his condition and
cure us follows: " I had a bad, lame back,
which 1 suppose was caused by my kid-
neys ; was confined to my bed during bad
a Hacks. I might say, from time to time,
I have been in that condition for years.
The urhyiry organism was affected, urine
being scanty, highly colored, and dillicult
in passage. I was in a bad shape whin
1 got a box of Doan's Kidney Pills, about
which I had heard. I have used now
two boxes of them, and the pills have
removed all the pain and trouble. There
was a marked improvement right from
the first, and it has continued right
along. Doan's Kidney Pills are the right
thing in the right place."

Tor sale bv all dealers price, r0 cents.
Mailed by poster Milbum Co.. Buffalo.
N. Y. . soie agents for the U. S. Bcmcmber
the name, Doan's, aud take no other.

"Giwtlbmu : Rtftrding prMpwts for tba eoninf ytr,
would iy, hopt to double our lati ymr't output of jttr
tnotort, or, at Uatt, a u haw don in th part, fit twmty
four out of rrrru tumtu-fi- v windmilla that aro Kold. Sim
commtHcina tktU i lst9, 1TB HAT K SOLD ABU IT

SOO AERMOTORS
W do not attribute this fairly Rood record entirety to oaref.
fort, but to the tuperiority of the foodi which you nuke.
BfWLi. A Davis, Urban. III., February 18, 1S'5."

(itiTLtma : We bought and put up AermotorNo. 3, and
out of the nrtt fifty which you made we had thirteen. Since
that time we have aold about

400 AERMOTORS
In our small territory is represented the history of the Aermotor
and the Aermotor Company front the beginning to the present
hour. That history is one mm mm ' unbroken triumph.
Aside from the Aermotor there have been but few
cither wirxlmills put up V' L in our territory just
enough with which to compare and
show the infinite periorityof the

in desifrn, workmanship.
finish (all cslvanized
turn), and ability to run .Cy and do effective work
when all others stand a. kXT' Idle for want of wind.
We should have sold more, fcnt this region was welt
supplied with wind power IB when the Aermotor p- -
peared, it being only 60 miles to Chicago, and had for

been the battle ground tot ten or twelve of the?ears best known and strongest windmill com
all hem located within V) miles of a.Runies, Or OI K HI SIM'S 1144 COHE KO HI.

FI.AU.NU WOO I) El ASli OTIIKK IKSATISrAC
TORY WHEELS WITH AERSOTOKS. Vou say
you have during the past year surpassed any pre
vious year's record by about one-hal-f, and that
you expect to double your mi last year s output the
coming year, lount on us for our portion or it. for
the Aermotor never stood farther above all cometitnr in repu
tation and in rert than to day. Smith it baiouT, Marengo, 111.,
February 25, 1895."

The next Aermotor ad. will be of pumps. We shall offer f j

S7.5O a$D 5three way force pump. All dealers should have it or can get it
to tell at that price. All Aermotor men will have it. The week
following will appear our advertisement of galvanited steel
tanks at ?H rents per gallon. They neither shrink, leak, runt,
nor make water taate bad. Aermotor Co., Chicago.
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TRAINS r.nlN'; t:..sT l kiM i.awton.

tAtUntic - j jo a in
Freight, ; js a in
M.-ril-. - 11 iS a in
ll"at Fast rn Fsir . 710pm
Chicago fi Kalatnai o .rcom;m!atit'ii M 35 pin

TRAINS GOINC. WFST FROM I.AWTON
IChiraco Niel:t F.xprrss 242am
Kalamazoo & Chicago Accommodation 6 50 a rn
Mail. 1 34 p m
Freight. 3 25 p m
TFaM Western Kprer.s, - - 5 21 p m

tStop only for passengers to get on and on.
O. W. KlHUiLKS. (I. V. T. Agent. Chigago.

L WALDORF, Ticket Agent. Lwton.

Bout lough Hyrup. Tawtea UooU.3in time. rin ot nmtrinT.

MoetlDffs or Old Soldlora Who
Thought Each Othor Do ad.

How Col. Money Found m I.ong-1.4- tt

llrother The Singular and Pathetlo
Story of Hugh Thompson,

the) Namelea Soldier.

Special Washington fitter.)
"Hello, Jack Adams! I left you dead

on the field thirty years ago! Are you
really alive, or are you a materialized
spirit? Let me pinch you and hug you."

Yes, it was really Corporal Adams,
very well and very much alive. Col.
Fred I). Mussey, the veteran Washing-
ton correspondent of the Cincinnati
CommerciaMIazette, was sitting in his
office on Newspaper row. Thousand!
of old soldiers were here attending the
national encampment of the Crand

IX FKONT OF HATON ROTO K.

Army of the Republic. Col. Mussey
had met man' old friends whom he had
not seen for a quarter of a century.
But when .lack Adams came into the
office the scene was dramatic beyond
description. Col. Mussey acted like a
man whose dearest brother had come
back from the grave. lie said:

"Why, my dear boy, I saw you killed.
I saw a six-poun- d cannon ball cut you
in two in front of Baton Kouge. We
were in a charge, and I pressed on with
the regiment. Other fellows were fall-

ing all around us, some of them killed,
but nearly all of them wounded. We
accounted for all of them, buried the
dead and sent the others to hospitals.
I supposed that fragmentsof your body
were buried, for I never saw you after
that cannon ball struck you."

"Yes, Fred, you are right about that
cannon ball hitting me." said Adams,
with a smile. "But it didn't cut me in
two. As a matter of fact, it was a spent
ball, and only grazed my right hip. I
suppose it appeared to go clear through
me. But you must remember that
there was some little excitement just
then, and maybe you got rattled.
There was enough fighting and enough
danger to rattle the bravest fellows that
day. Well, the spent ball paralyzed
me, and bruised me, and nearly killed
me. But I was breathing, although
unconscious, so they picked me up, put
me in an ambulance and sent me to a
field hospital. Then I was carried on to
a hospital steamer, taken to a general
hospital at New Orleans, and finally
recovered. I never went to the front
again, and it was many a day and many
a month before I as sound and well
again. But here I am .again, in the
body, and mighty glad to see my old
friend end comrade again."

Col Mussey had a similar singular ex-

perience about the same time. We hud
desks in the same ollice room, and one
evening he came over to see me, and
said, with considerable excitement: "I
have discovered my brother, Al. Mus-s3- ,

after nearty thirty years of silence
on his part. He left our Vermont home
after the war, saying he would never
come back tmtil his fortune was made.
We have nevtr heard-o- f him since; and
now I have discovered him."

"Whore is he, and how did you find
him?" 1 inquired.

"It is providential," said Col. Mussey.
"The pension ollice sends a typewritten
slip every day giving the names of Ohio
and Indiana soldiers to whom pensions
have been issued. I never received a
California slip before, because my paper
does not circulate in California. And
to-nig- in my envelope, by an error
of some clerk, I found the California
pension list. I was about to throw it
in the waste basket when I saw the
name of Albert W. Mussey. That must
be m brother. He is in California.
He has applied for a pension. It has
been issued, and this slip bearing his
name, the only California slip I have
ever seen, has been wafted into my of-

fice. I will write to him."
The result of this peculiar incident

was that Col. Mussey wrote to the pen-
sioner, received a reply and then sent
word to his venerable mother in Ver-
mont that her eldest boy was still alive.
Al Mussey had become a prosperous
rancher. He had been silent for many
years and dreaded to write to his home,
lest sad news of the deaths of his kin-
dred might come to him. But, after
all, the family was reunited, and they
all look upon that stray California pen-
sion list as a providential occurrence.

More remarkable than the story of
Jack Adams is a thrilling romance
which the records of the pension ollice
disclose concerning Hugh Thompson,
of Van Wert, O., a farmer lad who had
enlisted in the Fifteenth Ohio infantry,
September 1, 1802, and marched away
to the front with the tens of thousands
of other farmer laddies who comprised
the bone and sinew of the rank and file
of the armies of the union. At the
battle of Chickamauga, as a comrade
relates, while they were l3'ing on the
ground at the front to escape the tem-
pest of balls that swept the thin woods
where his regiment was engaged, a
case shot, probably deflected from a
tree, struck him in the head, and his
face was instantly covered with blood.
His companion spoke to him, but he
did not answer. Just then the order
to fall back was given. He was assist-
ed to his feet, staggered a few feet in a
dazed kind of a way, and fell in a heap
as a confederate brigade swarmed into
the woods, and his comrades were

Why He Lovetl m Mory HI Heflelfiicy m m

Salf huihii How He Kept II in Head Above
the Wave of Destitution A Surveyor
I'niler Calhoun.

IFrom "Tho Lifo of Lincoln" ly William II.
Htrmlon und Jessi V. W. ik. Cnpyripht, ISSS,

Vy Jt-fs- V. V.Yik. Copyright, lsii l,y I). Ap-- r

) ton & Co. I

VII
That Lincoln's attempt to mako a

lawyer of himself under ad verso aud
nnproniising circumstances excited com.
ment i.s not to lio wondered at. Russell
Godby, an old man who still survives,
told mo in that ho had often em-

ployed Lincoln to do farm work for him
.and was surprised to find him ouo day
Kitting barefoot on tho summit of a
wood pilo and attentively reading a
book. "This being an unusual thing for
farmhands in that early day to do, I
asked him, M relates Godby, "what ho
was reading. Vm not reading,' he an-

swered. Tin studying.' 'Studying
what?' I inquired. 'Law, sir' was tho
emphatic response It was really too
much for me as I looked at him sitting
thero proud as Cicero, '(treat God Al-

mighty P I exclaimed and passed on."
But Lincoln kept on at his studies.

Wherever ho was and whenever ho
could do so tho book was brought into
uso. ilo carried it with him in his ram-
bles through tho woods and his walks
to tho river. When night camo, lie read
it by tho aid of any friendly light ho
could find. Frequently ho went down to
tho cooper's shop and kindled a fire out
of tho wasto material lying about, and
Ly tho light it afforded read until far
into tho night.

Preliminary Practice.
Ono of his companions at this time

relates that "whilo clerking in tho storo
or Ferviug as postmaster ho would apply
himself as opportunity offered to his
ftudies, if it was but livu minutes' time;
would open his book, which ho always
kept at hand, study it, reciting to him-
self; then entertain tho company pres-

ent or wait on a customer without ap-

parent annoyance from tho interruption.
Havo frequently seen him reading whilo
walking along tho streets. Occasionally
ho would become absorbed with his
book; would stop and stand for a few
moments, then walk on, or pass from
ono house to another, or from one crowd
or squad of men to another. Ho was
apparently seeking amusement, and with
his thoughtful facoand ill fitting clothes
was tho last man ono would have sin-
gled out for a student."

It was not long until ho was able to
draw up deeds, contracts, mortgages aud
other legal papers for his neighbors.
Ho figured conspicuously as a pettifog-
ger befom the justice of tho peace; but,
regarding it merely as a kind of pre-
liminary practice, seldom made any
chargo for his services. Meanwhile he
was reading not only lawbooks, but
natural philosophy and other scientific
subjects.

It has been denied as often as chargod
that Lincoln narrated vulgar stories,
but the truth is ho loved a story, how-
ever extravagant or vulgar, if it had a
good point. If it was merely a ribald
recital and had no sting in the end
that is, if it exposed no weakness or
pointed no moral ho had no uso for it
either in conversation or public speech,
but if it had tho necessary ingredients
cf mirth and moral no ono could uso it
with more telling effect. As a minwc
ho was unequaled, and with his charac-
teristic gestures he built up a reputation
for story telling, although fully as
many of his narratives were borrowed
as original, which followed him through
life. Ono who listened to his early sto-

ries in New Salem says: "His laugh
was striking. Such awkward gestures
belonged to no other man. They at-

tracted universal attention, from the
old sedato down to tho schoolboy. Then
in a few moments ho was as calm and
thoughtful as a judgo on the bench and
as ready to give advice on tho most im-
portant matters. Fun and gravity grew
on him alike. "

A Striking Figure.
As a salesman Lincoln was lamenta-

bly deficient. Ho was too prono to lead,
off into a discussion of politics or mo-
rality, leaving some one elso to finish
tho trado which ho had undertaken.
Ono of his employers says: "Ho always
disliked to wait on tho ladies, prefer-
ring, ho said, to wait on tho men and
loys. I also remember ho used to sleep
on tho storo counter when they had too
much company at tho tavern. Ho wore
flax and tow linen pantaloons I
thought about fivo inches too short in
tho legs and frequently had but ono
suspender, no vest or coat. Ho woro a
calico shirt, such as ho had in the Black
Hawk war; coarso brogans, tan color;
bluo yarn socks and straw hat, old stylo
and without a band." His friend Ellis
attributed his shyness in thopresencoof
tho ladies to tho consciousness of his
awkward appearance and tho unpreten-
tious condition of his wearing apparel.
It was more than likely duo to pure
bashfulness. "On ono occasion," con-
tinues Ellis, "while wo boarded at tho
tavern, thero camo a family, consisting
of an old lady, her son and threo stylish
daughters, from tho stato of Virginia,
who stopped there for two or threo
weeks, and during their stay I do not
remember Mr. Lincoln's over appearing
at the same table with them."

As a society man Lincoln was singu-
larly deficient whilo ho lived in New
Salem and even during tho remainder
of his lifa Ho never indulgod in gossip
about tho ladies nor aided in tho circu-
lation of village scandal. For woman ho
had a high regard, and I can testify
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lirOU CAMK TO HIMSF.I.F.

zette by his aged father. The personal
description tallied in a measure with
that of hi:i long-los- t son, and correspon-
dence followed. But the clouded mind
of the man contained no clear vision of
Van Wert. He remembered vividly
the home of his boyhood and wrote an
exact description of it as he had last
seen it, a quarter of a century before
log house and stone chimney, the well
with the long sweep to raise the buck-
et, the high-b;mke- d stream that ran
through the farm all still as he had
left them, for changes are slow in the
homes of plain people of our country.
Then, with many doubts, and as many
hopes, he made his way to Van Wert,
in 1887, aud was easily identified by his
family and former comrades. Be ap-
plied for a pension, and (the certificate
directing payment fro him as the wound-
ed and missing Hugh Thompson, of
Chickamauga, was forwarded in duo
course of time. This is the story as re-

vealed by the official records of tho pery
sion ollice. It is a wonderful story, and
fiction pales before its facts.

'Hie story of Hip Van Winkle is thrill-
ing to an audience when the old man
pulls from his leathern pouch the old
contract which Diedrich Van Beekraan
wanted him to sign, twenty 3earn be-

fore. It is paralleled by a part of the
evidence of the identification of Hugh
Thompson. From the day of his wound
nnd loss of memory, through all his
wanderings he carried a little Testa-
ment given him by a sister, with an in-

scription in rhyme, when he enlisted.
The sister, still living, recognized it at
once when he exhibited it irjHm his re-
turn. He had kept the Testament his
sister had given him; but he had for-
gotten the sister. When he saw her,
however, he recognized her and with a
glad cr3' rushed to her arms, and they
sobbed and cried like children. It was
a reunion the like of which was never
depicted upon the mimic stage.

Smith I). Fry.

Immne Draught of Flh.
The biggest haul of fish ever made at

the I'oint Sauble grounds, near Green
Baj was taken a few days ago. The
single haul of the seine brought up
8,452 pounds of fish, for which the
lucky fisherman received the sum of
$104.17. There were 5,870 pounds of
perch, 1,825 pounds of yellow pike, C80

pounds of suckers and 77 pounds of
catfish. Although the ground at Foint
Sauble has been seined for over thirty
years, no catch equal to this has ever
been made, and fishermen claim that
it is a conclusive prK)f that the waters
arc not being depopulated of their
fishy inhabitants, as is claimed by the
enemies of seine fishing.


